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HIGHLIGHTS

$2.95M
BEACHSIDE EBITDA 

$485,000
HILLTOP EBITDA

$19.4M
TOTAL REVENUE

$1.5M
TOTAL PROFIT

36,76053,632
BEACHSIDE GOLF
ROUNDS PLAYED 

HILLTOP GOLF 
ROUNDS PLAYED

BEACHSIDE VISITOR
VS MEMBER RATIO 

HILLTOP VISITOR
VS MEMBER RATIO 

MEMBER MEMBERVISITOR VISITOR

62% 82%38% 18%

221 $122,500
PEOPLE DIRECTLY 
EMPLOYED

COMMUNITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS

70,000+
COFFEE’S SERVED 

160,000+
BISTRO MEALS SERVED

450,000+
BEVERAGES POURED

12,423
TOTAL MEMBERS

150,000+ 
VISITORS

5ANNUAL REPORT 2023

$3.4M
OPERATING CASHFLOW
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MEET OUR 
DIRECTORS

DOROTHY BUCK
DIRECTOR

DAWN MAKEHAM
DIRECTOR

BRENDAN BULL 
DIRECTOR

RODNEY TUCKER
DIRECTOR

DAVID HUME
PRESIDENT

BEN HATCHER
VICE PRESIDENT

SEAN CARSON
CAPTAIN

GENERAL MANAGER
JOHN HOLT

VALE
The Board of Directors extend their 
sympathy to the families of the Members 
who passed during the year.

PATRONS LIFE MEMBERS
J. BENDEICH D. CLUGSTON
J. COBURN J. MCMULLEN

AUDITORS
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT 
AND GENERAL 
MANAGER
It is that time of year again when 
we have the pleasure of providing 
the membership with a snapshot 
of the last trading period, wrap up 
the year that was and provide a 
glimpse of the year ahead. 

What a successful year 2023 
was with an excellent financial 
result and several important 
milestones reached including 
the commencement of the long 
overdue renovation works to the 
Beachside Clubhouse.

2023 in Reflection

Following three years of disruption 
and change, the last 12 months has 
seen a gradual return to regular 
trading patterns. Both Beachside 
and Hilltop performed strongly, 
generating record revenues and an 
excellent profit. 

In summary, the financial year ending 
31 July 2023 delivered:

There were still challenges to overcome. 
Interest rate hikes and soaring 
inflation steadily reduced household 
disposable income whilst at the same 
time increased the cost of product and 
wages. It has been difficult managing 
the increasing cost of operating 
expenses and maintaining reasonable 
pricing for members and visitors. This 
has been particularly difficult in the 
catering department where food costs 
rose rapidly due to shortages during the 
floods and an acute shortage of skilled 
chef ’s contributed to inflated wage 
costs. 

The excellent financial result was 
achieved despite significant disruption 
to food, beverage, and gaming revenues 
over the final months when renovation 
works to the Beachside Clubhouse were 
being carried out.

Note: Depreciation $1,926,134

Total revenue 
$19,470,000

Net profit
$1,504,673

Cash surplus
$3,430,807

ANNUAL REPORT 20238 MOLLYMOOK GOLF CLUB
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As of 31st July, the club remained 
debt free and there was a 
balance of $1,413,418 in the 
savings account. To date, capital 
investment relating to additional 
gaming machine entitlements 
and the Beachside clubhouse 
renovation have been funded 
from savings. Borrowings will be 
required to finalise the project 
and pending the timing of capital 
investment projects planned for 
next year, core debt at the end of 
the 2023 /24 financial year will be 
in the vicinity of $3 million. 

We are pleased to announce that 
during the year our club donated 
$122,500  to local charities and 
community organisations through 
the ClubGRANTS programme. 
In addition, we donated $20,000 
to assist local golfing juniors 
with travelling and competition 
expenses. Whilst on the subject 
of community support, we wish 
to commend the Women and 
Veteran Sub-clubs for their 
wonderful fundraising work 
throughout the year with the 
ladies donating $10,000 to the 
Safe Waters homeless shelter 
and the Veterans raising $2,250 
for Legacy. 

For months now we have 
experienced great golfing 
weather and there have been 
record rounds played at both 
courses. The redesigned 
Beachside course has exceeded 
all expectations with rounds up 
40% on the years prior to the 
renovation.

Home-grown golfers, Kelsey 
Bennett, and Jye Halls continue 
to compete strongly interstate 
and around the world and we are 
extremely proud of both of them.  
Kelsey is now a professional 
golfer and playing on both the 
European and Australian tours.  
To top her achievements off, she 
had the opportunity to play in the 
British Open this year.

Jye, now playing in the amateur 
men’s division, has had multiple 
Top 10 finishes in events this year 
including 5th in the Queensland 
Amateur Championship. We look 
forward to watching his career 
over the coming years.

We are progressing well with 
our strategic goal of becoming 
a Women in Golf Charter 
signatory club. This means we 
are actively working with Golf 

NSW, driving change to promote 
participation of women of all 
ages and abilities in the game of 
golf. We wish to congratulate the 
golf management team and the 
committees for their enthusiasm 
and work with planning and 
implementing this wonderful 
initiative.

Moving Ahead at Beachside

After years of planning, 
renovations to the Beachside 
Clubhouse commenced in 
early June.  The new look club 
features an extended lounge 
area to take in the eastern views 
across the headland whilst the 
beautiful downstairs room will 
become a dedicated café, bar, 
and restaurant with direct access 
from the beach. In addition, the 
gaming room is being expanded 
to provide a modern, comfortable, 
and spacious environment. To 
top it all off there will be a large 
bottleshop and walk in cool 
room, with an extensive range of 
boutique wines and beers. 

Included in the works is the 
replacement of the roof which 
many of you know leaked in 
dozens of places. With stainless 

steel box gutters, the new roof 
should keep our club dry for many 
years to come.  All renovation 
work is expected to be completed 
by December 2023, just in time 
for the summer season. We can’t 
wait to see the finished product.

To further complement our 
golfing facilities and create 
additional revenue in the future, 
the development of an 18-hole 
mini-golf course at Beachside 
has progressed from concept 
to the planning stage. An 
announcement on this exciting 
project will be forthcoming in the 
near future!

Moving Ahead at Hilltop

This is an exciting period for 
our club! The Strategic Golf 
Plan 2022 pledged significant 
investment in upgrade work to 
the Hilltop golf course. The Board 
and Management have invested 
a lot of time into this project 
and earlier this year the Course 
Master Plan was presented to 
the membership. Members were 
invited to provide feedback as 
well as meet with the Course 
Architect and Agronomist. The 
discussion sessions were well 
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attended, and feedback was 
constructive. For those who 
have not yet seen it, the plan 
is available for viewing on the 
Mollymook Golf Club website.

Commencing with the 
construction of a spare hole in 
2024, works to the course will 
commence from 2025 at three 
holes per year over a six-year 
period. Total investment will 
be $6 million and will include 
extensive upgrade works to tees, 
greens, bunkers, drainage and 
irrigation. 

Also planned for 2024 is upgrade 
work to the bar and food servery 
areas in the Hilltop Clubhouse.

Our People

The Hospitality Skills Gap has 
been a topic of discussion within 
the industry for some time now. 
During the early stages of the 
pandemic, hospitality workers 
were forced out of the industry, 
and many haven’t returned, 
creating a skills gap that is 
expected to take several years to 
fill.  Our club is experiencing the 
impact of the shortage and over 
the last year, several key roles 

have been filled with employees 
lacking hospitality experience. 
In the past, these positions were 
filled by trainees however COVID 
crippled traineeship programs, 
and we are going through a period 
of competing for limited local 
talent and relocating from outside 
the area. On a positive note, our 
renewed traineeship programme 
is slowly gaining momentum and it 
won’t be long before we are again 
promoting from within our own 
ranks.

We are blessed to have a core 
team of talented and reliable 
managers and employees that 
always find a way and are focused 
on training the newer people to 
their own high standards. Senior 
Managers Nerine Ockwell, Bary 
West and Jason Clay have been 
outstanding, rebuilding our 
teams, and working through the 
challenge of renovations and a 
very busy golf programme. Tonia 
Lavalle, as always has been a 
tower of strength supporting the 
management team and Directors. 
Course Superintendent Mark 
Pullinger is also inspirational, 
and the high standard of our golf 
courses reflect his professionalism 
and that of the course 

maintenance team he leads. 

The Board of Directors have 
continued to work diligently, 
further developing, and 
implementing the strategic 
goals of the club, diversifying 
and strengthening our revenue 
streams, ensuring corporate 
governance is of a high 
standard and always improving 
communications with the 
membership. We would like to 
note that Directors are volunteers 
and give up their time freely for 
the benefit of the club and the 
membership.

We would like to thank our Club 
Captain, Sean Carson for his 
dedication to promote the game 
of golf, particularly with junior 
golf programmes. To Vice-
President Ben Hatcher and 
Directors Brendan Bull, Dawn 
Makeham, Dorothy Buck, and 
Rodney Tucker, thank you for 
your time, expertise, advice, and 
camaraderie. 

Our volunteers have once again 
been wonderful with plenty of 
dedicated members turning up 
to marshal golfing events, pick up 
sticks, serve on committees and 

help out with all the little things 
that add up to so much.  We 
would particularly like to thank 
Sue Rayner and Dave Hassall 
for coordinating the volunteer 
program. 

We are very proud of our Board, 
management and operational 
team and the amazing results 
that seem to keep coming.
Finally, and most importantly 
thank you to all the membership 
for another fantastic year, both on 
and off the golf course. We wish 
you all the best of health over 
the coming festive season and a 
wonderful new year.

DAVID HUME
PRESIDENT

JOHN HOLT
GENERAL MANAGER

13
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CAPTAIN'S 
REPORT 2023
It’s been great golfing this year 
with the golf boom softening a 
little from an all-time peak in golf 
participation in recent years.  The 
sport is still thriving however, 
especially with junior golf 
participation and membership 
showing strong growth across 
the local area.   This growth can 
be attributed to the hard work 
of the staff and volunteers for 
promoting the game, however 
it also shows what a great asset 
we have with the renovated 
Beachside course proving to be 
very popular whilst providing a 
great pathway for attracting new 
participants to the game of golf.    

The Hilltop course continues to 
rate highly and be an attractive 
golfing destination.  Years of 
heavy rainfall finally eased in 
mid-autumn allowing golfers to 
finally satisfy their golfing fix.  
The improved weather has also 
seen the golf courses flourish and 
present magnificently to reflect 
the hard work of the committed 
course maintenance team.  

For the last financial year, we had 
a record 90,392 rounds of golf 
played with 53,632 at Hilltop, 
and 36,760 at Beachside.  At 
Hilltop, 76% of the rounds were 
from member play and 24% from 
visitors.  At Beachside, 58% of the 
rounds were from member play 
and 42% from visitors.

Congratulations to all the major 
event winners including the 2022 
Club Champions, Jye Halls on 
winning his fourth Men’s Club 
Championship and to Veronica 
Johnston for winning her third 
Women’s Club Championship.  
Our 2023 Club Championships 
are about to commence (at the 
time of writing) so good luck 
to everyone this year.  Shaun 
Dickson won his fourth Veterans 
Club Championship earlier 
this year while Jye Halls also 
won his fourth (and last) Junior 
Championship.  Jye is now 18 and 
mixing it with the adults.

Our Mollymook Open events were 
very successful this year with 

massive fields and it was great 
to see our own members taking 
home the major trophies.  Jye 
Halls won his second Mollymook 
Open, by an impressive 6 shots, 
with a 3 under par total 141.  One 
of our rising star juniors Sienna 
Clarke, won her first Mollymook 
Open by just 20 shots, with a 1 
under par total 145.  Sienna also 
went on to beat all the boys later 
in the year to win the Mollymook 
Junior Open.

Kelsey Bennett turned 
professional early this year and 
started with a bang by winning the 
WPGA Qualifying Tournament 
and then unfortunately lost on the 
4th playoff hole in her first event 

as a professional at the WPGA 
Melbourne International.  Kelsey 
is currently playing on the Ladies 
European Tour Access Series 
where she has had a few Top 10 
finishes this year and is currently 
23rd on the Order of Merit and 
9th on the “Rookie of the Year” 
rankings (at the time of writing).  
We look forward to seeing Kelsey 
playing back at Hilltop in the new 
Women’s NSW Open Regional 
Qualifier in late November this 
year.
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Our Hilltop course has been 
nominated as one of 16 courses 
for “Australia’s Best Golf Course” 
at the 2023 World Golf Awards 
in Abu Dhabi later this year.  
This is a great achievement and 
an honour to be the only NSW 
course nominated which puts us 
on the world stage.  In the last 12 
months, Hilltop was also voted 
#2 in “Australia’s 50 Favourite 
Courses” which is voted by the 
public and means a lot.

Congratulations to our Golf 
Manager, Barry West, who 
received his Certified Club 
Manager (CCM) designation in 
Florida earlier this year.  Barry is 
one of six Australians to achieve 
his CCM status and we wish him 
well at the NSW Golf Industry 
Awards where he is one of 3 
finalists in Golf Management 
Australia’s “Manager of the Year” 
award.

A big thank you to our Hilltop 
Golf Team including our PGA 
Professionals, Mario, Chris, Brad 
and Mark and our casual staff 
Jackie, Mel, Trish and Neale who 
helped so much throughout the 
year.  Thank you to Malcolm, Leo, 
Debby, Mike and John for looking 

after the golfers at Beachside.  
Thank you to all the Food and 
Beverage staff who look after us.
We would really like to thank 
our Course Superintendent, 
Mark Pullinger and his course 
maintenance team for doing 
excellent work throughout the 
year at both courses.  You would 
never have thought that the guys 
would be praying for rain after 
last year but it seems to be all or 
nothing at the moment.

Thanks to our new Volunteer 
Co-ordinator, Sue Rayner and 
the faithful volunteers who help 

throughout the year with the 
course gardens and course 
clean ups, etc and also to all 
the volunteers who assist with 
starting, spotting and scoring for 
our major events.
Last but certainly not least, thank 
you to the club’s management 
team and all the staff for doing a 
great job as it’s certainly been a 
bit tricky during the Beachside 
clubhouse renovations.  Thank 
you to my fellow Directors and 
club members for your ongoing 
support.

Good Golfing in 2024.

SEAN CARSON
CAPTAIN

16 17



18 MOLLYMOOK GOLF CLUB

Grant Recipient Category 1 

Lions Ulladulla District Community Foundation

Marine Rescue Kioloa

Milton Ulladulla Men’s Shed Inc.

Milton-Ulladulla District Soup Kitchen

Mollymook Surf Lifesaving Club 

Northern NSW Helicopter Rescue Service Limited

NSW Government Schools - Ulladulla Public School

Rainbow Club Australia

Safe Waters Community Care Inc.

Storyfest Inc

Stroke Recovery Association NSW

The Ulladulla & Districts Community Resources Centre

Ulladulla Emotional Disturbance Unit

Ulladulla Milton Lions Club

University of Wollongong

Milton Ulladulla Touch Football

Milton Ulladulla Videography Club Inc.

Milton-Ulladulla District Soup Kitchen

Mollymook Beach Combined Probus

Mollymook Bridge Club

Mollymook Ladies Hilltop Committee

Mollymook Surf Lifesaving Club 

NSW Chemist Golf Club

Orange Ex-Services’ Club Ltd

Queenscliff Surf Life Saving Club

Sienna Clarke Golf Youth Sponsorship

Southern Women’s Group Incorporated 

St Mary’s Star of the Sea Primary School

Storyfest Inc

The Disability Trust

Thirst Response Box Rallies Team

Ukenasia

Ulladulla & Districts Garden Club Inc

Ulladulla High School

Ulladulla Oztag

Purpose 

A4 - Aged, Disability or Youth Services

A6 - Victims of Natural Disasters

D3 - Community Enterprises

D3 - Community Enterprises

A6 - Victims of Natural Disasters

A6 - Victims of Natural Disasters

A4 - Aged, Disability or Youth Services

A4 - Aged, Disability or Youth Services

A1 - Family Support/Emergency or Low Cost Accommodation

B3 - Community Education Programs

A4 - Aged, Disability or Youth Services

B1 - Neighbourhood Centre/Youth Drop in Activities

A4 - Aged, Disability or Youth Services

D3 - Community Enterprises

B3 - Community Education Programs

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

C - Health

J - Other (Please Specify)

A - Sport

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

I - Cultural Activities

A - Sport

C - Health

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

B - Education

A - Sport

Grant Recipient Category 2

238 Army Cadet Unit Shoalhaven

Brad Hardy Foundation 

Country South Steelers Rugby League team

David Munro

GI Cancer Institute

Jye Halls Golf Youth Sponsorship

Legacy Group Batemans bay

Milton Follies Inc

Milton Ulladulla Basketball Association

Milton Ulladulla Bulldogs Rugby League

Milton Ulladulla Business Chamber & The Rotary Club of Milton-Ulladulla

Milton Ulladulla District Tennis Association

Milton Ulladulla Entertainers Inc

Milton Ulladulla Hospital Auxiliary 

Milton Ulladulla Junior Soccer Club

Milton Ulladulla Lions Club

Purpose 

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

F - Medical Research

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

A - Sport

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

D - Community Activities

A - Sport

D - Community Activities

2023 CLUB GRANTS RECIPIENTS
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MOLLYMOOK GOLF CLUB LTD
A.B.N. 29 000 960 976

FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 JULY 2023
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To view the 
Club’s Corporate 
Governance 
page, scan the
QR code

72 Golf Ave Mollymook

02 4455 1911

mollymookgolf.com.au

/mollymookgolf

@mollymookgolf

management@mollymookgolf.com.au


